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Event Calendar
February 11th - Mystery Fly-Tying Night
February 27 - Mystery Fly Tournament at the LIR
If you have a friend who is not a member who might be interested in this information please feel free to forward this issue to your friend. Forward
this message to a friend.
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A Message from Your President

Annual Evening of Fly-Tying

Heath Tiefenauer

Hello Frank,
January and the peak of winter are behind us. I
hope you’ve been staying warm, fishing when you
can, and this issue of Streamline finds you well.
The Roaring River outing in Missouri was a great
time again this year. Temps were cold again this
year, colder than last year! But unlike last year the
cold persisted throughout the day. For most of us
the fishing was great, the fish were very willing to
take a variety of flies this year. Big thanks to
everyone who braved the cold to come out this
year and help make this fun annual event a
success. In February we’re excited to host our 3rd
Annual Mystery Fly Tournament at the Lower
Illinois River. Join us Feb. 27th for this unique
event. Check the outings section of our newsletter
or TU420.com for more information.

Photo courtesy of Donavan Clary

Mystery is the key word for TU420 this month. Our first event is
our Annual Fly-Tying night on Zoom. During the special portion of
the February General Meeting, we will be exposing our
membership to the challenge of tying their own flies.

In January, we hosted our first ever virtual general
meeting. Our speaker Donavan Clary did a great
job sharing his thoughts, experiences and tip and
tricks for fishing the Illinois River. As we make our
way through the final month of winter, we’re
looking forward to a lot more fun activities and
great events for our supporters. Our February
meeting will be another virtual meeting and we’re
excited to present our annual fly-tying night using
this virtual platform.
One of our group’s most important efforts is our
conservation program. Conversation Chair Jake
Miller has been working with several projects and
as the legislative session develops and concerns
emerge, please lend us your support so we can
make our voices heard and protect the rivers,
lakes, and water ways we all enjoy. This
newsletter reaches many diverse and unique
people united by our common love of the outdoors
and fishing. Your support makes our efforts
possible. Now is a great time to renew your TU
and/or FFI membership, or if you are not a current
member, take that first step and join us now. We
count on your support now as much as ever.

Photo Courtesy of Scott Hood

The mystery lies in our presentation. The person or persons who
will be revealing the secrets of fly tying will be a mystery until
February eleventh. Please join us to find out what you need to
catch fish with your own flies. Excitement and fun are guaranteed
for all.
When: Thursday, February 11th
Time: 6:30 PM
Where: Zoom Video Conferencing ( zoom.us )
A Zoom App is also available at the APP
Store for Apple and Android.

Tight Lines,
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Learn to Fly Fish Oklahoma
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Important Link for Zoom
Below is the Zoom link for our February General Meeting on the
11th at 6:30 PM.
You should click on this link between 6:15 - 6:30 and join the
meeting via your personal computer or smart phone. The website
is listed in the section above or you can join through the Zoom
App.
Please MUTE your Microphone.
https://us02web.zoom.us
/j/85794876110?pwd=WjF4WTdJZTVsWVRoSy9DdzlkRXFGQT09
Also, our Zoom link will be posted on our Facebook page and at
the TU website (tu420.com).

Outings

That’s the name of our OKTU420 fly fishing
education program offered via the Jenks
Community Education Program.
Our motto has become … “If you want to learn to
fly fish or know someone that wants to learn to fly
fish and you don’t want to teach them yourself,
send them or come to us, we teach fly fishing.”
This all-in-one, single day course covers the fly
fishing basics. Terminology, when, where and how
to catch a variety of Oklahoma’s many species,
recognizing these species, fly tying, learning the
most important fly-fishing knots and how to tie
them and last but not least, how to cast using a fly
rod all will be presented. The clinic is offered at the
Jenks High School Aquatics Center on the
campus of Jenks High Schools where we can
teach casting technique on the water. The class is
offered indoors, rain or shine for a fee of only $25.
It’s a course many, now seasoned fly casters,
have taken. All proceeds go to OKTU420 for other
programs offered by the Chapter.

Join us on February 27th for our 3rd Annual Mystery Fly
Tournament. This fun event will feature a fly that should fish well
on our local home water, the Lower Illinois River. We’ll meet in the
Watts parking lot at 8:00AM. Flies will be available for a $5
donation. Initially, everyone can purchase one fly. Once everyone
has purchased a fly, if there are any left, the rest will be made
available for additional $5.00 donations.
After checking in and getting your fly you do not have to stay at
Watts. All legal access areas of the river are open to the
tournament. Tournament scoring begins at 9:00AM and ends at
Noon. Please return to Watts for lunch and to turn in your score.
We’ll have prizes for the most trout caught and the biggest trout
caught. Lunch is provided by TU420 and will be served at 12:30 in
the Watts parking lot.
3rd Annual TU420 Mystery Fly Tournament

Watts WMA, Lower Illinois River
8:00AM Sign Up @ Watts Area
$5 donation per fly
9:00AM Scoring Begins.
12:00PM Scoring Ends
12:30PM Results and Lunch @ Watts Area

Due to Covid and physical distancing seating is
limited to only 15 so sign up soon. Masks are
required while in the classroom located next to the
swimming pool facility.
Here is a link taking you directly to the sign-up
page: Jenks Community Ed or you can sign-up
by calling 918-299-4415. Monday to Friday 7:30
am to 4 pm.
Scott Hood
Youth and Adult Education Coordinator

2021 GENERAL MEETING
PRESENTATION SCHEDULE
March 11 – Bruce Burton - Catching OK’s Warm
Water Big Bass on the Fly
April 8 – Stephen Ruiz – Euro Nymphing

RSVP on the Outings page of TU420.com. See you there!

2021 Conservation Issues
Conservation is Our Passion
There’s quite a bit happening in the world of conservation this
month. I’m going to do my best to keep things concise in the
newsletter update but expect some emails this month expanding
on issues such as appointees for important state agency positions
and breakdowns of negative and positive bills that are wildlife and
fisheries related being heard on the House and Senate floors.
Governor Stitt’s
Commission.

nominee

for

the

Wildlife

Conservation

There are 8 members on the Oklahoma Wildlife Conservation
Commission. Governors nominate new members after a current
member’s term expires. Robert S. Hughes II currently serves the
commission as the district 1 representative, but his 8-year term
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Techniques for Big Trout
May 13 – Lt. Gov. Matt Pennell – Oklahoma
Fishing Trail & Importance of Fishing to the OK
Economy
Starting in January 2021, all meetings will be
on the Zoom Video Conferencing. The links will
be available in Streamline, TU420 Facebook
Page, and the TU420 website (tu420.com).
Please provide Pat Daly, pat@cimtel.net, with
any
recommendations
you
have
for
winter/spring fly fishing topics and guest
speakers.

Outings Poker is a new outing and eventoriented game for the 2020-2021 season. No
purchase is necessary, and everyone is
welcome to play!
How to play:
Receive 1 fly fishing themed playing card for each
outing or special event you attend.
No purchase is necessary.
distributed at the start of events.

Cards will be

Each card will be specially stamped and the stamp
for each event will be different.
At the end of the season the player with the best
traditional 5 card poker hand will win a new fly rod!
Your 5-card hand can only contain 1 card from
each event. Any hands with duplicate markings
will be disqualified.
It is not necessary to fully spell TROUT if there are
no duplicate markings.
Cards will be available at every monthly outing
and certain special events.
Attend every event and collect 10 cards total.
Double the chance for a winning hand!
Each event card will feature only one of the
stamped letters shown below:

comes to an end on July 2nd of this year. Governor Kevin Stitt has
nominated rancher Jess Kane to take his place. If he is confirmed
by the State Senate, he will serve an 8-year term, starting on July
2nd.
The Wildlife Conservation Commission governs all the Wildlife
Department’s operations and financial transactions. It oversees
land and equipment purchases, wildlife management areas and
fish hatcheries, and the state’s hunting and fishing regulations. It
also functions as the advisory, administrative, and policy-making
body for the Department itself.
Jess Kane is a self-described rancher, small town lawyer,
occasional quail hunter, and private lands manager. He has no
conservation experience, no fishery or wildlife management
background, and is enthusiastically endorsed by every major Big
Ag group in the state. All those Big Ag groups are opposed to
public lands and are responsible for the backing and writing of
several of the proposed legislative bills that loosen the already
almost nonexistent regulations on water permitting and poultry
waste pollution. Quite simply, Jess Kane is in no way qualified for
the position he is being appointed. The appointment of Jess Kane
would be yet another member on the commission beholden to the
will and desires of special interest groups instead of a focus on
protecting and enhancing Oklahoma wildlife and fisheries.
Please visit the oksenate.gov website and click on the Find My
Senator icon. After you enter your zip code, your senators will be
listed. Please call/write them and tell them that you DO NOT
support the appointee Jess Kane for the Oklahoma Wildlife
Conservation Commission.
Letter submitted to the Oklahoma Water Resources Board
regarding Total Phosphorous Criterion.
Arkansas and Oklahoma formed a joint-state committee to
develop new rules regarding phosphorous from poultry waste in
our rivers. Those new rules were rolled out and discussed in a
Zoom call last month with the OWRB. The main changes from the
old rules are the number of samples taken (fewer samples from
each collection site a year will now be the standard), rolling
averages of samples collected (data is averaged from several
samples over the course of a year instead of using each sample
as a stand-alone indicator), and total phosphorous criterion is now
allowed to reach .037 mg/L instead of the previous .035 mg/L
standard.
I drafted a letter with TU members, Jim Mathewson, and Chris
Queen, last week to make a few official statements from our
chapter within the open comment period allowed by the OWRB.
Here are some of the points that we made and that I would
encourage you to make as well:
A. Only collecting data from the Upper Illinois River and not

including data from Lake Tenkiller and the Lower Illinois
River creates an incomplete water quality picture of the
entire river basin and leaves high value recreational waters
vulnerable to NPS (Nonpoint Source) pollution.
B. Even though enforcement is not the responsibility of the
OWRB, we would like to see more data gathered that would
make it possible for the agencies responsible for
enforcement to be able to determine violations and
offenders.
C. We strongly believe that data needs to be collected
throughout all weather events (high water events, floods,
droughts, etc.) and seasonal changes to be able to fully
understand those interactions with the distribution of
phosphorus throughout the river basin.
The public opinion window is open until February 15th. This is an
easy way to make your voice heard. Write a short email detailing
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your fishing experiences and love of Lake Tenkiller and/or the
Lower Illinois River, and include how you think the above points
are a necessity to retain the economic impact of those water
bodies. I’ve listed below who to send your letters and emails to.
Keep in mind that these aren’t graded, and you can’t really say the
wrong thing. OWRB will use these comments to gauge public
interest and wishes with these new rules. If enough of us say
these things, the better the chances at getting water quality
initiatives and protocols put into place.
Oklahoma Water Resources Board
3800 North Classen Blvd.
Oklahoma City, OK 73118
ATTN: Rebecca Veiga Nascimento
IRTPcriteria@owrb.ok.gov

Roaring River Results

The 2021 legislative session is in full swing. There are around 40
bills that pertain to wildlife and clean water. They range in topics
from public lands, poultry nutrient plans, watershed trading
provisions, and water sustainability funds. Several others and I will
be following these bills closely and slowly unraveling the goals and
purpose of each bill. For the real threatening ones, I will be using
our action alert system to hopefully get rapid response from our
members. If you don’t already know your representatives, please
visit the Find Your Legislators icon listed under the conservation
tab on our website.
Your calls and emails to our politician’s matter. They are the only
thing standing between our waters and the negative bills that
would undo them.

It was a game crew that assembled in the parking
lot of the Park Store at Roaring River on January
twenty-third. The chill of the sub-freezing air was
spoken by Scott Hood when he asked, “Did you
bring enough clothes?”

Jake Miller
Conservation Chair

Trout in the Classroom

Up and down the river, trout were caught and
released with a wide variety of flies. It was the
typical fishing day. What worked before, didn’t
work today. For me, it was the constant icing of my
rod guides that reassured me that I wasn’t the only
thing freezing.
Finally, the lunch gong sounded (in my stomach!).
We reassembled to partake of Heath’s fabulous
chili. Even after consuming three bowls, I was still
cold. Discretion being the better part, my next-door
neighbor, Ray Marks, and I chose to refrain from
after repast fishing. Those who stayed still
managed to trick the Missouri trout. If you missed
our Roaring River event, I hope you will join us
next year, and bring plenty of warm clothes!
Bruce Brewer
Editor

The Trout Pond for Tulsa

Beggs High School Students

After the Christmas break is always interesting. Teachers report
on survival of their class tanks and some reports are good and
some are not. It never fails, when teachers and students aren’t
present to do all the things necessary to keep the trout safe and
healthy bad things can happen. This Christmas holiday was no
different. One teacher was out with Covid quarantine which
resulted in poor water quality, and some of the trout fingerlings
died. In another school, while the school was closed for the
holiday break, janitorial service was asked to deep clean the
school. Spraying disinfectants in a classroom where air bubblers
are running means vapors from those toxins are sucked into the
water. Now, we can’t blame them for doing what it takes to keep
the children safe, and because all the little alevins weren’t lost, the
students still get a lesson in clean nontoxic water and what
happens when it’s not.
Now, as spring comes close, we begin the work to plan for the
additional and most exciting phase of the TIC program. This is the
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spring field trips and the release of the fingerlings that have
survived, due to the care and dedication the teachers and students
have showed for their little charges. I’ve reached out to all the
teachers and we will soon begin to schedule day trips to the Lower
Illinois River for all the classes that participated in the program,
even if, as it sometimes does, that all their fish have not survived.
If you have time available and can help at any one of these
exciting day trips please keep tabs on the program on our closed
Facebook group TULSA AREA TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM. If
you don’t do Facebook, you can follow along by being sure to
check the chapter web site ... www.tu420.com or contact me, and
I’ll make sure you get notices of upcoming releases.
Wilson High School release date is set for March 3rd.
Beggs High School release date is set for April 9th. Mark your
calendar and contact Scott Hood if you can help.
Scott Hood
Youth Education Coordinator for TU420
By the time you are reading this, your TU420
Chapter, along with financial assistance from the
great people at NatureWorks will have stocked the
pond at 51st and Hudson in the Gardens’ Park for
the second time. We are preparing for the 3rd and
final stocking just before our third and final Kids
Only fishing days at the pond. That Kids Only day
will be held on Presidents’ Day Feb. 15th. If you
have children, grand-children, nieces, nephews or
just the kids next door, bring them out to enjoy
catching a trout in the center of Tulsa.

Each trout stocking brings about 600 trout from the
Crystal Lake Fisheries in Ava, MO to the pond. We
pay $6.50 per pound. Please if you are able, we
always can use the memberships help in financing
this worthwhile project. You can donate by going to
our website and going to the STORE where you
will find a “donation” button. Your donation to
OKTU420 is tax deductible and is very much
appreciated. (If you don’t believe that check out
the smiles on the faces of these kids who have
enjoyed the pond in the past.
Thank you.
Scott Hood
Youth and Adult Education Coordinator

Help for Website
Occasionally, you may experience a broken link on
one of our web pages. This usually happens as
the source provider has done some maintenance
requiring a change to that link or is no longer
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publishing that website.
In either case, if anyone runs into this situation, it
would be helpful if you could contact me at:
tu420web@gmail.com
so that link can be corrected or removed from the
webpage.
Thanks for your help.
Frank Kohn
Webmaster

Mark Your Calendar For These Coming Events
March 11th - Bruce Burton, Catching Bass on the Fly
April 8th - Stephen Ruiz, Euro Nymphing Techniques for Big Trout
"Streamline" is published on the first of the month about a week before the next general meeting.

If you have content ideas, comments, complaints or suggestions please contact the Editor: Bruce Brewer, (951) 533-0026,
rbbrewer1@live.com
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