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Tulsa Fly Fisher’s and Oklahoma Chapter of Trout Unlimited Banquet March 14, 2009
It was a great success raising over $6500 for Oklahoma waters. From left: Dick Waibel, Fred Kirk
and Valley Branscum.
___________________________________________

You really need to see this:

First, turn on your computer’s speakers, then watch and listen

to this fishing report on YouTube from Charlie Campbell and friends on the Lower Illinois River,
March 2009

Watch and Listen
___________________________________________

News from the FFF and SOUTHERN COUNCIL To help hold costs down we are asking that

members who would like to access the FFF Southern Council’s newsletter, Long Casts,
on the Council’s website, www.southerncouncilfff.org/index.php to please contact us by
email and request not to receive printed copy in the future. It will save $$$ and a
few trees! Currently the FFF-SOC spends $6000 annually to print and mail the
Longcast.
Send your email request now to mngdir@southerncouncilfff.org
2009 FFF Conclave Commemorative Bamboo Fly Rod Raffle
One of the raffles that we will have at the Conclave will be for a very special bamboo fly rod which
Steve Pennington of Ankeny, Iowa has created for the 2009 FFF Conclave. Written on the rod is
‘2009 FFF Conclave’, which makes this a very unique bamboo fly rod. Handmade and signed by
Steve Pennington, the rod is an 8ft 4 wt Pine River model trout rod with solid nickel-silver threaded
up-locking reel-seat hardware; figured maple reel-seat wood; solid nickel-silver ferrules and 2 tips.
The rod includes a rod bag and a gunsmoke anodized-aluminum rod case with a gold end caps. It
fishes well with either a 4 weight or a 5 weight line. If anyone is interested in buying raffle tickets for
this unique fly rod, please contact the FFF office at 406-222-9369 or send a check in the exact
amount to:
FFF 09 Bamboo Raffle
PO Box 1688
Livingston, MT 59047
Be sure to include your name, address and phone number. The raffle tickets sell for $5 each and
your ticket(s) will be held at the headquarters office with your name and information on it for the
drawing to be held at the 2009 Conclave in Loveland. Need not be present to win. If you have any
questions please contact Larry Gibbs flytier015@msn.com or the FFF office 406-222-9369.
FFF and Five Rivers Lodge Sweepstakes

We are proud to announce a new way to support the FFF. Five Rivers Lodge
in Dillon, MT has generously donated 17 -four day, five night trips for two
people. All you have to do is donate $20 to the FFF and you'll receive a
chance to win one of these trips. A trip to Cinco Rios Lodge in Chile will be
drawn as a grand prize. Tickets available online at the FFF Merchandise Site.
FREE CASTING LESSON FROM FFF CERTIFIED CASTING INSTRUCTOR:
In 2008, the FFF had a special ½ price membership drive and as an added incentive,
Gene Holland (FFF-CCI) offered a 1 hour casting lesson to those who took advantage
of this offer. Gene has set aside Saturday April 25th to follow through with this
commitment. Gene is with Green Country Fly Fishers in Bartlesville but he will come to
Tulsa and give individual or group lessons to those who signed up. To sign-up for your
free lesson, please send and email to fred@tulsaflyfishers.org indicating your
preference of individual or group lesson, and the time slot on the hour between 9am
and 4pm. This is your second opportunity to take advantage of the free lesson which
Gene has generously offered. The lessons will be given in Tulsa at one of our local

parks to be determined. NOTE: IF YOU ARE FFF-CCI AND WOULD LIKE TO
VOLUNTEER TO HELP OUT PLEASE EMAIL fred@tulsaflyfishers.org
___________________________________________
TFF MEMBERS:
Did you attend the TFF/TU Banquet on March 14 at Freddie’s in Sapulpa? If you did, please notify
Fred@tulsaflyfishers.org so I can enter you in the drawing for the free fly rod in November. Here’s a
list of the people I have that attended but I may have missed some of you: Valley Branscum, Dick
Waibel, Dave and Anne Youngerman, Mike Shuman, John Johnson, Doug Haskins, Dale Duvall,
Keith Yarger, Jon Mickkelsen, Scott Hood, Mike Scott, Dick Turnbull, Charlie Campbell, George
Gustafson, Neil Elliott, Ed and Susie Kessey, Chris Dirckx, Fred Scharf, Larry Barto, Ray Penick, Syd
and Sandy Scott, Tony Bulera, Mark Ballew, Mike Shuman, Pat Daly, Gerald Christopher, David Gay,
Jim Sturdivant.
___________________________________________

PRESIDENT’S LETTER TO TULSA FLY FISHERS
The banquet is over and I believe everyone who attended had a great time. Our club netted
over $6,500.00 for the benefit of the lower Illinois River. There were so many people who donated
their time and efforts in order to make this banquet a success. I wanted to say a special thank you
to some of our most faithful members who contribute their time, money and attendance for our club.
Thank you Ed and Suzi Kessey and Syd and Sandi Scott. I just wanted to say thank you because
our club benefits greatly because of dedicated members like you.
I am excited about our next monthly meeting as we are having Mark Hollan from the Little
Red Fly Shop as our guest speaker on April 9, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the Fulton Learning Center. In
case you do not know, the Little Red River is the trout stream in Arkansas that captured one of the
world record brown trout. This stream is one of the best brown trout havens in the world. Come and
find out where and how to fish the Little Red just in case you want to take a road trip.
I want to challenge each of you on your next visit to the Illinois River to take along a pair of
plastic gloves and a trash bag. LEAVE THE RIVER CLEANER THAN YOU FOUND IT. Trout Unlimited
is sponsoring a nation wide event on June 13, 2009, in order to clean up the river near you.
Obviously, they are further North than Oklahoma because it is usually already getting hot in the
middle of June. I think that we as a club should meet on one Saturday in May at the Illinois River and
spend the morning just cleaning up the three main sites on the river, have a picnic, and fish the
remainder of the day. Somehow the trash, power bait jars, bundles of monofilament and tapered
leaders (yes, sometime we as fly fishers are guilty too) detract from our enjoyment of the river. In
addition, these things are hazards to the wildlife and waterfowl along the river. We will make the
announcement of the date and time of our meeting place on our website. We will have trash bags
and plastic gloves available, all you have to do is show up and help.
In case you are not aware, the season for sand bass is upon us. Our next outing is one
weekend this month as soon as we get the report that the sand bass are making their annual run.
Fly fishing for sand bass is really a blast. We will have boats available to assist in everyone getting a
chance to spread out and fish for these great fish. I think this will be great and somewhat different
than what we usually do. Please come join us.
Additionally, our club is scheduled to have our May outing at Rim Shoals on the White River
in Arkansas on May 10 and 11th. We have rented the bunkhouse and another cabin next to the
bunkhouse so that we can have a get together and not spend a bundle. If you want to attend, please
let either Greg Dodds or Dick Turnbull know. In the event they are running water, we will have boats
available to allow everyone a place to fish. In addition, we intend to have good food and fly tying as
well. We want to invite you to spend some time on a world-class fishery that includes some 60 miles

on the White River below Bull Shoals Dam as well as the Norfork River. Also, there are access
points close by on the famous small mouth fishery on Crooked Creek.
If you have not met Gary and Paula Flippin at Rim Shoals Resort, you should make a point
to meet and visit with them, as they are very knowledgeable about the river. While attending the
Sow Bug fly tying event in Mountain Home, Arkansas, a few weeks ago, we were visiting with Gary
and he advised that he was very hopeful of the Arkansas Fish & Game implementing a minimum flow
on the White River below the Bull Shoals Dam. You know we could learn a lesson or two from
Arkansas and Missouri as to the necessity of implementing minimum flow for great fisheries. Just
think what minimum flow would do for the Illinois River.
Oh well, I get carried away when thinking of all the great fishing and fishing events which
are coming up soon. Blue gill season is just around the corner and I can hardly wait. Everyone
should get out their 2 or 3 weight fly rods and go after those ferocious red ear. We also wish to invite
st
each of you to the Smallmouth Rendezvous in Tahlequah, Oklahoma on May 1 and 2nd. This is
always a good event and the food provided by the Native Women Fly Fishers is spectacular. Let’s
support the Tahlequah group in this annual get together. In closing, we wish to invite everyone to
our next meeting on April 9, 2009 at 7:00 P.M. in the cafetorium at the Fulton Learning Center located
th
at 8906 E. 34 Street in Tulsa, Oklahoma.
Sincerely, Valley Branscum, Tulsa Fly Fishers President
___________________________________________
Trout Unlimited News Release: Omnibus Public Land Management Act of 2009
___________________________________________

FLOATING THE BUFFALO and KING’S RIVER to raise funds for REEL
RECOVERY:
Many of you know Ken Richards of Just Fishin Guides. Ken has given several
presentations on fly fishing to our club and has generously donated guided trips for
our club’s benefit. I’ve had the pleasure of floating and fishing with Ken in his drift
boat on several occasions and it has always been fun. My first time in a drift boat
and not 30 minutes into it I stepped away from the front knee lock with my back to
the port side just as a small wave struck the boat and I went overboard! Fortunately,
Ken kept his cool, dropped the anchor, reached over and pulled me aboard. He even
managed to row the boat backwards a few strokes and retrieved my brand new Maui
Jim’s from the clear cold water of the White River. Ken will be floating over 100
miles of the Buffalo River and 68 miles of the King’s River to raise funds for REEL
RECOVERY. REEL RECOVERY is a national non-profit organization that conducts free
fly fishing retreats for men recovering from all forms of cancer. There mission is to
help men in the cancer recovery process by introducing them to the healing powers
of the sport of fly fishing while providing a safe supportive environment to explore
their personal experiences of cancer with others who share their stories. Ken
himself is a Stage 4 cancer survivor who benefited first hand from Reel Recovery but
had to travel to Indiana. Ken wants to bring Reel Recovery to Arkansas so men with
life threatening cancer can benefit without extensive travel or expense. The dates
have been finalized, the resort is booked, the staff is ready. Now the only thing left
is to raise the money. The retreat will be held on October 23-25 at Cedarwood Lodge
on the banks of the White River near Mountain Home, AR.
YOU CAN HELP! Pledge per mile any amount for floating the Buffalo and King’s
Rivers. Blogs and photos will be posted during the trip at
www.justfishinguides.wordpress.com You can contact Ken at
justfishinguides1@cox.net or phone (479) 531 5741
___________________________________________

New book just released "Unsinkable Dry Flies." Available at Amazon Books.com - $24.95 US.
Possibly the next fly tying revolution has arrived -- imagine UNSINKABLE FLIES"
BOOK DONATED to TFF by the Author: David Cowardin
Scott Hood received a free copy of the book in consideration for posting this
in our newsletter. It will be given away or included in a TFF raffle so it’s
definitely worth what we paid for it.
___________________________________________

Hello all. I'd like to take a minute to thank all of you for coming out and helping on Saturday.
The wind was rough, but all in all I believe those who came out from BigBrothersBigSisters
of Oklahoma had a good time. I'm especially excited by the fact that little "Promise" the little
gal with the "kitty" mask, who told her Big Sister she wasn't leaving until she caught a fish,
was able to reel in a fish using a fly rod... first fish ever, and on a fly rod! Yippee! Thanks
again to everyone who came out to help. Charlie Campbell, Dick Waibel, Mike Scott, Tony
Bulera, John Johnson, Doug Haskins, and Mike Larson. PICTURES
FISH ON! Scott Hood Trout Unlimited Indian Nations Council Chair
___________________________________________

FROM OUR FRIENDS AT RIVER RUN OUTFITTERS 2626 State Hwy. 165 - Branson, MO
65616 417-332-0460
DON'T FORGET TO COME AND HELP US CELEBRATE OUR 10 YEARS IN BUSINESS!
WHEN: APRIL 18, 2009 from 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
WHERE: River Run Outfitters 2626 State Hwy. 165 Branson, MO 65616
WINSTON, SAGE, ORVIS AND TFO ROD REPS WILL BE ON HAND WITH SAMPLES OF
THEIR RODS FOR YOU TO CAST. HOURLY DRAWINGS FOR GOOD FLY TYING AND FLY
FISHING STUFF! 'FRICK' AND 'FRACK' WILL BE COOKING HOT DOGS AND BRATS
STARTING AT 11:30 a.m. UNTIL 2:00 p.m. MOST OF OUR GUIDES WILL BE WANDERING
AROUND. GRAB ONE OF THEM IF YOU HAVE A QUESTION ON HOW, WHERE OR WHAT
TO FISH NEED HELP WITH CASTING? WE CAN PROBABLY HELP YOU HERE.
GAMES - GRAND DOOR PRIZE - FLY TYING AND IF WE ARE LUCKY, THE WATER WILL
BE OFF AND YOU CAN GO FISHING!!!
PLEASE COME JOIN US!

STAN - CAROLYN - SHANNON - JIM - GINA - DARRELL - DANA and last but not least CADDIS
___________________________________________

Tulsa Fly Fishers ANNUAL DUES:
Yes it’s that time of the year. You can send your dues to P.O. Box 54108, Tulsa, OK 74155
or pay at them in person at our monthly meeting. As a reminder, to be eligible to
win the drawing for the Orvis rod you must be a dues paid member of Tulsa Fly
Fishers. Your dues of only $15 help insure we have available funds to bring a variety
of quality speakers to our meetings throughout the year.

This is also a good time to renew you STIR membership and help protect the Illinois River
http://www.illinoisriver.org/
___________________________________________
Tulsa FlyFishers Membership
Name _________________________________
__________
 ____ renewal
 ____ Same address as on file

Regular membership

$15

Address_______________________________
__________

Supporting membership $25

City _________________________________
__________

Junior membership (under 17)

$7.50

State__________ Zip __________________
Home phone___________Work ____________
__________

Membership patch

$6

Spouse name __________________________
Total
__________
E-Mail Address ________________________________________

Make checks payable to Tulsa FlyFishers, P.O. Box 54108, Tulsa, OK 74155

