May 2009

Tulsa Fly Fishers
FFF – Southern Council Affiliate
Trout Unlimited – Okla Chapter #420

Mike Scott and Scott Hood caught some nice bass and bluegill on a local pond recently. They didn’t
mention exactly where this pond is……
___________________________________________
TULSA FLY FISHER’S NEWS:
Tulsa Fly Fishers next meeting: Thursday May 14, 2009 at the Tulsa Public School Fulton
Professional Development Center 8906 E 34th Street, Tulsa, OK 74145 Phone (918) 925 1102 The
public is always welcome to attend!

Our guest speaker is Larry Clark from Tahlequah, OK. Larry is

owner of On the Fly FlyFishing and Guide Service. Larry offers trips on the upper and lower Illinois
river and Barron Fork. He also teaches beginning fly fishing and fly tying.
May TFF Outing: Saturday & Sunday May 9-10, 2009 Rim Shoals on the White River, Arkansas.
Contact Dick Turnbull (918) 698 0726 or Greg Dodds (918) 809-4629 for details.
June TFF Outing: Saturday 13th Lower Illinois River – This date has been designated by Trout

Unlimited as national stream clean-up day. The Southwest Power Administration has
agreed to shut off the water (assuming we are not in a flood situation). Based on recent
rains, this may be your best next chance to fish the LIR. We will have trash bags & gloves

available to collect the garbage. Food will and beverages will be provided but we have yet
to make specific plans. Details will follow next month so stay tuned!
WHO ARE WE? Tulsa Fly Fisher’s is a fishing club, a “fly fishing” club. Membership is open to
anyone in the community who shares our interest in fly fishing, conservation of natural resources
and the objectives of Trout Unlimited and the Federation of Fly Fishers. Though we are also the
Okla. Chapter of Trout Unlimited and an Affiliate member of the Federation of Fly Fishers Southern
Council, Tulsa Fly Fisher's membership is separate and the cost is $15 per year. We welcome
everyone, regardless of membership status in TFF, TU or FFFSOC to participate in our monthly
meetings, outings or volunteer events. TFF dues help us cover the cost of our monthly programs,
affiliate membership in the FFF as well as the FREE Orvis Rod drawing to be held in November 2009
at our regular monthly meeting. The rod drawing is your incentive to help support TFF. Every time
you attend a TFF meeting, outing or volunteer for a fund raising event you will be entered in the
FREE Orvis Rod drawing. The more you participate, the more chances you have to win. The rod
drawing rules for participation and membership form are available on our web site:
http://tulsaflyfishers.org/Join_The_Club.html
___________________________________________

Trout Unlimited Oklahoma Chapter News
The board of directors has voted overwhelmingly to continue the trout stocking we started in
January. We are now searching for a new location in the Tulsa area. If you have any suggestions or
comments regarding this initiative we would sincerely like to hear from you. Please contact any of
the board members listed on our web site or email fred@tulsaflyfishers.org and your comments will
be forwarded to the entire board membership.
___________________________________________

Didymo Alert
The following is from Paul Balkenbush. I thought you guys might like to have a heads up.
Remember it has not been positively identified and confirmed but it is a good idea to be cautious. I
have some potentially bad news. Last week we discovered what we preliminarily believe to be
Didymosphenia geminate (i.e., didymo) in the lower Mountain Fork River. Curtis Tackett, our ANS
biologist, visited the site with us and is working with other agencies on absolute identification. I
also met on site with a USACE Environmental Protection Specialist and discussed the issue with a
USACE specialist in Tulsa. They have obvious concerns for the lower MFR and I am sure they are
already thinking about the lower IR. TPWD is getting involved, too, because of the Guadalupe River.

This noxious and invasive diatom is not good for trout streams. It could also easily be transferred to
the lower Illinois River and other trout areas by anglers. Please follow the link
http://www.southlandfishgame.co.nz/didymo.htm to see a good video that provides much more
information. There are many other internet-based information resources as well. I thought the
“knowledge is power” might help you out some here.

Jim Burroughs

Region Fisheries Supervisor

___________________________________________
News from the FFF and SOUTHERN COUNCIL To help hold costs down we are asking that
members who would like to access the FFF Southern Council’s newsletter, Long Casts,
on the Council’s website, www.southerncouncilfff.org/index.php to please contact us by
email and request not to receive printed copy in the future. It will save $$$ and a
few trees! Currently the FFF-SOC spends $6000 annually to print and mail the
Longcast.
Send your email request now to mngdir@southerncouncilfff.org

FFF-SOC is asking members to donate a few flies for auction at the Conclave this
summer in Loveland, CO. If you would like to donate, please bring 3 flies to the our
meeting on May 14th and Greg Dodds will collect them and send to the FFF-SOC.
Thanks for your support!
___________________________________________

"Reel Recovery Day at Beaver"
To be held Saturday, June 13th at Beaver Dam Store near Eureka Springs, AR. The event
will run from 9:00am to 2:00pm and will feature fly-tying from local experts, casting
instruction, and a silent auction. 100% of all proceeds will go to the Reel Recovery
retreat in Arkansas. I am asking for any donations that you might be willing to send to
help us with this endeavor. Reel Recovery is a group that provides a fly fishing retreat for
men with life threatening cancer free of charge. For more information on Reel Recovery
please visit www.reelrecovery.org .
If you would like to contribute or would like to ask additional questions please email me at
tobydee@cox.net or call me at 479-524-2412 or 479-899-2774 or contact Ken Richards at
479-531-5741 or justfishinguides1@cox.net
Thank you for your support. Toby Vaughan
___________________________________________

PRESIDENT’S LETTER TO TULSA FLY FISHERS
Here it is May, and the white bass, crappie, and blue gill have not yet
spawned. Already, we are having weird Spring fishing. However, I must
say the most spectacular fishing trip I have taken this year was at Rim
Shoals a few weeks ago. I was invited by the Native Women Fly Fishers of
Tahlequah to join them along with some forty members of the Ft. Smith
Trout Unlimited club. Some joined in fishing on Saturday morning just
above Rim Shoals and others headed off o Norfork. The weather was
threatening rain and the river was low. It was simply perfect for catching a
lot of fish. Dick Turnbull took four of us by boat and we drifted and waded.
This was so much fun catching many challenging rainbows, browns, and
cutthroats. It was truly a White River Slam. The largest of these fish were

in the 13-16 inch range. Around two o’clock, they turned the water on and
it started raining and pouring as well. Of course, we all loaded up and hit
the fly shops. We returned to the bunkhouse and had a great pot of home
made Indian stew. We were then invited to join all of the Ft. Smith Fly
Fishers for a wine and cheese party. The Ft. Smith Fly Fishers know how
to have a great party. It was a lot of fun meeting with this bunch. I was
encouraged to know that this group of fellow fly fishers are very much in
favor of improving the lower Illinois River and truly want to assist our club
in this regard. Wouldn’t it be great to have a meeting of all the clubs
around Oklahoma and Arkansas and simply share ideas as to how to
improve the river quality at the Illinois.
After storms all night, the next morning we all awakened to a beautiful,
clear day. The river was off and once again the fishing was just awesome.
Dick Turnbull, Lisa James and I went fishing in Dick’s boat. We caught a
lot of really nice fish which included a couple of nice 17” and 18” brown
trout. I am attaching a couple of photographs of the big browns. Now, if
that doesn’t get you excited about our next Tulsa Fly Fishers’ outing at Rim
Shoals, I’m thinking you need some more intensive therapy. Our outing is
scheduled for May 8, and 9th, 2009. If you want to sign up for the trip,
please contact either Greg Dodds at 809-4629 or Dick Turnbull at 698-0726.
Some of our members will have boats available or you can have Gary and
Paula Flippin provide boat taxi cab service. I can hardly wait. COME JOIN
US. We will have a cookout on Saturday evening after fishing.
___________________________________________

Tulsa Fly Fishers ANNUAL DUES:
Yes it’s that time of the year. You can send your dues to P.O. Box 54108, Tulsa, OK 74155
or pay at them in person at our monthly meeting. As a reminder, to be eligible to
win the drawing for the Orvis rod you must be a dues paid member of Tulsa Fly
Fishers. Your dues of only $15 help insure we have available funds to bring a variety
of quality speakers to our meetings throughout the year.

This is also a good time to renew you STIR membership and help protect the Illinois River
http://www.illinoisriver.org/
___________________________________________
Tulsa FlyFishers Membership
Name _________________________________
__________
 ____ renewal
 ____ Same address as on file

Regular membership

$15

Address_______________________________
__________

Supporting membership $25

City _________________________________
__________

Junior membership (under 17)

$7.50

State__________ Zip __________________
Home phone___________Work ____________
__________

Membership patch

$6

Spouse name __________________________
Total
__________
E-Mail Address ________________________________________

Make checks payable to Tulsa FlyFishers, P.O. Box 54108, Tulsa, OK 74155

