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Fred Kirk, Dick Waibel, Jerry McConnell and Bill Smith fished Colorado for 
two weeks in August. They were joined in Basalt by Dick’s son Matt and 

later by Von Lofland in Gunnison and Creede.  Take a look at the pictures on 
our web site: 

http://picasaweb.google.com/tulsaflyfisher/Colorado2009Pictures#slidesh
ow/5377396216742362754 

 
Did anyone else document their summer2009 fishing trips in pictures? If so, send email 

them to fred@tulsaflyfishers.org and let everyone enjoy them with you.  Include a story or 
two about your trip and I’ll put them on the web site.   

 



 
 

TULSA FLY FISHER’S NEWS 
 

Tulsa Fly Fishers next outing: 8:00AM Saturday September 12, 2009 
Smallmouth bass, Catfish, Sunfish, Carp and more on the Upper Illinois 
River. We will meet at Arrowhead Resort located on scenic Hwy 10 east of 
Tahlequah, OK. http://www.arrowhead-thunderbird.com/  Canoes are $28 
each but could drop to $24 if we have a large group. If you know you will be 
coming, notify John Johnson for a headcount John Johnson 
rndad@valornet.com 
It’s OK to show up anyway so if you’re not sure no problem.  Bring some 
water and pack a lunch.  
 
Next Monthly Meeting is Thursday September 10, 2009 
7:00PM at the Tulsa Public School Fulton Professional Development Center 8906 E 34th Street, 
Tulsa, OK 74145 Phone (918) 925 1102  The public is always welcome to attend!  
Terry and Roxanne Wilson will be our guest speakers just in time to give us 
some pointers on how to catch the warm water fish that live in the upper 
Illinois river.   
 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S LETTER  
 

I sincerely hope everyone had a great summer vacation and fishing outings.  
I am now back from my day trips, weekend and long weekend trips and I 
am ready to get back to see everyone.  We have a Saturday float trip to the 
upper Illinois River this coming Saturday.  Please consult the web site for 
more details.   
 It seems our club has had a little bump in the road in that the Watts 
property project doesn’t seem to be moving, the chicken poop lawsuit 
seems to have been at least gutted for now, and a proposed chicken house 
factory is now planned for the banks of the Barren Fork.  Why are the 
people in Oklahoma so determined to exchange a short-term solution of 
jobs and allow the big distributors of chicken poop to make an eyesore of 
Lake Tenkiller and the lower Illinois River?  It all seems gloom and doom; 
however, it is our responsibility as parents, grandparents, aunts, and 
uncles, cousins and friends to continue to fight for the life of the River.  We 
must somehow get our college kids, grandchildren and school children 
involved.  Otherwise, the death of the Illinois River is upon us.   
 
 I wanted to share with you a journal I wrote this summer concerning 
my grandson’s first fishing outing with his Grandma.  This is the only thing 
that gives me hope that we can change things for the better. 
 

POOR LITTLE CHOCTAWS 
 

 Long, long ago my aunt, Bertha Spindle, lived in a tiny house on 
Limestone Gap Mountain in Chockie, OK.  The house had a front screen door 
with large steps.  The moment you stepped inside the house, there was a 



huge, framed print of an Indian paddling his canoe down the river and the 
river was clear.  As a child, I remember wishing for my own canoe.  Of 
course, we were really poor Choctaws and could not afford a canoe.  
 Some fifty something years later, I purchased my own canoe.  On July 
12, 2009, my son, Will, my grandson, Marley, and I took a short canoe trip 
to the Bristow City Lake.  Marley, a/k/a “Little Moose” caught his first fish 
on a fly rod while in the canoe.  I took pictures and smiled and thought 
those poor, little Choctaws sure are rich! 
  
 We must instill a love for the outdoors, clean water, and conservation 
awareness in our people.  We must somehow stop electing legislators, 
commissions, and environmental oversight agencies, etc. who are bought 
and paid for by the “Big Chicken Poop” boys.  If you have any questions as 
to the extent of the dumping that is going on here in Oklahoma, just take a 
drive to the Tenkiller Dam.  I must warn you that you probably will need a 
mask in order to stand the smell.   I encourage you to write your own letter 
to the newspapers, your legislators, the Scenic Rivers Commission, 
Cherokee Nation, Choctaw Nation, and anyone else you can think of and tell 
them exactly how you feel about what is going on now.  I encourage you to 
sign the petition against the chicken houses planned on the banks of Baron 
Fork.   
 
 By the way, we are having our regular meeting this coming Thursday 
night at the Fulton Training Center with our special guests, the Wilson on 
smallmouth bass fishing.  I encourage each and everyone to attend as we 
plan on having a good time, door prizes and raffles.  The petition against the 
chicken houses on Barren Fork should be available if you wish to sign.  
 
Sincerely, Valley Branscum 
 

 
 

 
FFF-SOC Conclave is Oct 1-3 

 
Check it out on their web site: 

http://www.southerncouncilfff.org/conclave/conclave.php  
 

 
Fly Fishing in Patagonia, Chile 

Campo Chileano flyfishing in Patagonia, Chile has never been so cheap.  
Come join Tony and Jennifer Bulera in Chile for dry fly fishing like it was 
out west 50 yrs. ago.  A week of the best dry flyfishing for browns and 
rainbows, streamer fishing in kick boats right outside your cabin in a huge 
lake with 32+" rainbows, King Salmon fishing South America style, and 
nymph fishing out of drift boats and rafts and numerous walk in wade trips 
if that's your style, the opportunities are endless.  My friend and fellow 
guide from Alaska Fred Yule owns Campo Chileno Lodge in Cohyakhi, 
Chile and has a great price for 2010 season.  The trip was $ 4,300.00 for a 
week of guided trips in Patagonia chile.  The new price is $ 3,750.00 for a 



single person and for a couple, $ 3,500.00/each.  I've never seen it this low 
in 10 yrs.  The season is late Dec. thru April.  I've searched around 
the internet and the flights are around $ 1,500.00/per person.  My wife and I 
along with another couple from Tulsa are going in early January so we 
have a spot for two fisherman to join our group.  Fred has many weeks 
available if Jan. doesn't fit your schedule.  My wife and I went to Fred's 
lodge about 6 yrs. ago and had an awesome time.  My wife is realitively still 
new to flyfishing and she had numerous 50+ fish days on the dry.  The 
week long trip consists of a daily trip of your chosing to a river with a guide 
for two people on the numerous rivers.  You start your day with a wake up 
call with coffee at your front door of your cabin.  A huge hearty breakfast 
and a shore lunch around noon, a great day of fishing, then back to the 
lodge where you can fish the lake until a gourmet dinner is served with all 
the free drinks you may desire.  After dinner if you can still lift your arm 
from the day of fishing you can fish from his docks on the lake with a size 
12 stimulator and catch lake rainbows rising for the daily evening caddis 
hatch or jump in a kick boat and streamer fish with intermediate sink line 
and get pulled around the lake when you hook up with the huge rainbows.  
After an almost exhausting day of fishing and a few drinks you go back to 
your spacious cabin and light a fire and think to yourself, "It doesn't get 
any better than this."  And your right it doesn't get any better than that.  For 
the ladies, If sore arms isn't your style you can take a book with and ride 
along in the drift boat or raft and look at the stunning waterfalls and 
scenery or head in town for the local flavor.  In my eight years of guiding 
and fishing Alaska I've yet to catch the number of fish and the size of fish 
that Chile has to offer. Take a look at Fred's website, campochileno.com or 
go to flybynightflyfishing.com and go to the link section for a direct 
connection to Campo Chileno.  Come join us for a once in a lifetime fishing 
trip to Patagonia, Chile.  We can help you book your trip and flights if 
needed, feel free to contact us before Aug. 8th or after Sept. 9th.  
 
Tony and Jennifer Bulera 
tonyflybynight@cox.net 



 
 

 
NEWS FROM TROUT UNLIMITED 

 
Way To Go Oklahoma TU Chapter 420!  
I'm happy to announce (although it was officially announce on TU.org 
newsletter in August) that your Chapter and mine has won "the most unique 
item found" contest held during the National River Clean-up Day held back 
in June. The competition was tough and another Chapter found a toilet as 
well. But the tie breaker was the home made bottle of PICKLE PEPPERS that 
Fred Kirk found near the dam. "Fred, I'm sure glad you took that picture! 
Another Chapter found a "message in bottle" and was in the running and 
have recently made contact with the person who dropped the bottle into the 
river ... no telling what she or he had to say in their note. Anyway, your 
Chapter will be receiving a Patagonia Fly Fishing Vest-Pac valued 
at $170 for those excellent efforts and I'm sure your TFF Board of Directors 
will determine a fair way to raise some money with it.  
I look forward to seeing you all "on the river" or at a coming TFF meeting. 
FISH ON! 
Scott Hood 
Trout Unlimited Indian Nations Council Chair 
 

 
 
Report from Oklahoma National Leadership Council 
Representative Mike Scott:  
 
Recently Scott Hood, Oklahoma State Council Chair, and I attended the 50th 
Anniversary of Trout Unlimited annual meeting.  It was in Traverse City, 
Michigan.  We were educated in the founding of TU which occurred in the 
upper Michigan area.   
We participated in conservation tours which showcased some of the 
excellent projects that TU has sponsored.  These projects helped with water 
run off issues and trout access through the removal of barriers which 
stopped spawning runs. 
We were fortunate to be able to "wet a line" in the Pere Marquette and 
South Branch of the Au Sable rivers.  Fishing was tough. 
The business of TU was discussed at committee meetings and general 
meetings.  I was impressed, as usual, with the breadth and scope of 
projects and the successful record of stream and habitat restoration by TU 
nation wide.  As I am sure you are aware, we will begin the latest 
restoration project in Oklahoma, soon, on the Lower Illinois River.  This 
project, in part, was funded by an Embrace-A-Stream grant from TU and 
individual TU chapter contributions. 
 
Scott and my goal for this meeting was to form with our counter parts in 
Texas, Arkansas and Missouri a region.  We were successful.  Our 4 state 
region has many common trout related issues.  We believe we will be much 
more successful as a group than as an individual state.  Now it is once again 



time to "roll up our sleeves" and do the business of TU i.e. preserve and 
restore cold water fisheries. 
 

 

 
 
Tulsa Fly Fishers ANNUAL DUES:   
You can send your dues to P.O. Box 54108, Tulsa, OK 74155  or pay at them in person at 
our monthly meeting.  As a reminder, to be eligible to win the drawing for the Orvis 
rod you must be a dues paid member of Tulsa Fly Fishers. Your dues of only $15 help 
insure we have available funds to bring a variety of quality speakers to our meetings 
throughout the year. 

 
This is also a good time to renew you STIR membership and help protect the Illinois River  
http://www.illinoisriver.org/ 

 
 

 
WHO ARE WE?  Tulsa Fly Fisher’s is a fishing club, a “fly fishing” club and affiliate of the Federation 
of Fly Fishers – Southern Council.  Membership is open to anyone in the community who shares our 
interest in fly fishing, conservation of natural resources and the objectives of Trout Unlimited and 
the Federation of Fly Fishers.  Tulsa Fly Fisher’s members meet jointly each month with the Okla. 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited.  We welcome everyone, regardless of paid membership status in 
TFF, TU or FFF-SOC to participate in our monthly meetings, outings or volunteer events.  
 
Tulsa Fly Fisher's membership is separate from TU and FFF-SOC and the cost is $15 per year.  TFF 
dues help us cover the cost of our monthly programs, affiliate membership in the FFF and 
giveaways such as the FREE Orvis Zero Gravity Fly Rod drawing to be held in November 2009 at our 
regular monthly meeting. The rod drawing is your incentive to help support Tulsa Fly Fisher’s. Every 
time you attend a TFF meeting, outing or volunteer for a fund raising event you will be entered in the 
FREE Orvis Rod drawing. The more you participate, the more chances you have to win. The rod 
drawing rules for participation and membership form are available on our web site:  
http://tulsaflyfishers.org/Join_The_Club.html 
 
 

Tulsa FlyFishers Membership 
 

 
Name _________________________________  Regular membership  $15                
__________ 

 ____   renewal           
 ____   Same address as on file 

 
Address_______________________________  Supporting membership $25              
__________ 
  
City _________________________________  Junior membership (under 17)  $7.50    
__________ 
 



State__________ Zip __________________   
 
Home phone___________Work ____________  Membership patch  $6                   
__________ 
 
Spouse name __________________________  
 
                                        Total                                  
__________ 
 
E-Mail Address ________________________________________ 
 
 

Make checks payable to Tulsa FlyFishers, P.O. Box 54108, Tulsa, OK 74155 

 


