Streamline
September 2018
Oklahoma Chapter 420 of Trout Unlimited &
Tulsa Fly Fishers a Charter Club of Fly Fishers International

Event Calendar
Sept 4th - Backwoods Fly Tying Lessons with Phil Curtis
Sept 6th - General Meeting. Josh Johnson (ODWC) "Fishing Tulsa Urban Ponds"
Sept 11th - PHW/TUVSP fly tying classes - Downtown VFW
Sept 15th - Urban Fishing Outing
Sept 18th - Backwoods Fly Tying with Phil Curtis - FREE
Sept 25th - PHW/TUVSP fly tying classes - Downtown VFW
Sept 29th - Trout in the Classroom tanks need to be up and running
If you have a friend who is not a member who might be interested in this information please feel free to forward this issue to
your friend. Forward this message to a friend.

A Message from Your President

Josh Johnson To Speak At The
September 6th General Meeting
"Fishing Tulsa Urban Ponds"

Josh Johnson, the Northeast Regional Fisheries
Biologist, out of Jenks, will present 'Fishing Tulsa
Urban Ponds'. Josh has provided insight,
presentations and interviews on fishing in local
ponds and lakes in Eastern Oklahoma.
Phil Curtis in Wyoming
Hello,
I hope that everyone has had an enjoyable and
accident free summer. I, also, hope that you had
the opportunity to get out and enjoy the outdoors
with friends and family.
Here at TU420, we’re excited to kick off another
season of meetings, events and outings. We will do
our best to provide you with entertaining and
informative content at our monthly meetings, on our
TU420.com website and via our Facebook page.
We have several things planned this season, some
of them you will find in this edition of Streamline and
others will be made known once we finalize some of
the arrangements.
We’re starting our September 6th meeting with a
discussion on Urban Fly fishing in and around Tulsa
and we will compliment that with an outing at one of
the Urban ponds.
This is also the time of year that we start talking
about Trout in the Classroom. If you have the time
and desire to help us with this program, please get
with Scott Hood and let him know that you want to
be involved.
As long as we’re talking about “being involved”, we
desperately would like all of our members to be
involved in our club programs. It seems that we
always have the same 5 or 6 people volunteering

For this presentation, we will meet on the first
Thursday of September (Sept 6th). All of the
other monthly meetings will be on the 2nd
Thursday at Hardesty Public Library. The library
is located at 8316 E. 93rd Street, Tulsa, OK (N. of
Creek Turnpike. & E. of Memorial Dr.) All are
welcome - Admission is free - Doors open at
6:00 (time to chat); meetings begins at 6:30.
Door prizes and raffles at every meeting. We
look forward to seeing you there.

Raffle Prize For September

their time to help with our programs. Please do not
be shy about approaching me or any of the other
officers or board members and letting us know that
you want to be more involved. We will happily put
you to work.
Kudos to Scott Hood and all of the work that he has
done to garner support for the Lower Illinois River
Watershed. You may or may not have seen the
articles in the Tulsa World regarding this matter.
Thank you to Kelly Bostian for supporting this effort
with his articles! This is an ongoing problem that
needs to be resolved. Scott will communicate what
your involvement needs to be via Facebook, our
TU420.com website and in Streamline.
I am looking forward to seeing each of you at our
meetings or on the river. Until next time, Tight
Lines!!
Phil Curtis
President of Oklahoma Trout Unlimited & Tulsa Fly
Fishers

TROUT IN THE CLASSROOM
EXPANDING, AGAIN.

This month’s General Meeting raffle prize will be an
Elkton Outdoors Colorado Fly Fishing Vest.
Be sure to pick up extra raffle tickets by the door at
the next General Meeting.

Youth And Adult Education
Upcoming Classes
Backwoods at The Farm - Fly Tying Lessons

Fingerling release last spring
Thanks to generous donations and fundraising
efforts over the last year our OKTU420 Chapter was
able to expand our reach of the Trout In the
Classroom program into three more schools this
year. The new schools will be THE TULSA STREET
SCHOOL, THE TULSA BOYS HOME and WILSON
SCHOOL. (near Dripping Springs, OK)

Date: Sep. 4th & 18th
Time: 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm
Location: The Farm at 51st & Sheridan Rd
Cost: Free
Jenks Community Ed. - Learn to Fly Fish OK
Date: Saturday, 10/27/2018
Time: 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Location: Jenks Aquatic Center
Cost: $30

There were also a couple “teacher shifts” this year
and we allowed each to “take it with them” on to
their new school and classrooms. Diane Nunes, our
first ever TIC teacher at East Central 6 years ago,
then moved to Union and is now at Catoosa HS
where both she and Hager McClain will both be

Jenks Community Ed. - Intro to Fly Tying
Date: Saturday, 11/3/2018
Time: 9:30 am to 1:30 pm

hosting a tank in their classrooms. Hager plans to
do extensive class work on growth relationships of
the trout based on temperature of the water. We
also had a shift in schools leaving Okmulgee
4th grade and going back to Beggs 6th grade as our
teacher, Ms Dawn Debock moved from Okmulgee
to Beggs to teach. In Pryor, OK our tank has been
moved from the 4th grade to 3rd grade. (I am very
much looking forward to that class!) Tanks will still
be located at Broken Arrow HS, East Central HS
and at Jenks Freshman Academy. The Wagoner
school has dropped out of the program and I am
moving the tank to Owasso 9th grade.
Trout eggs (Kamloops rainbow) will be coming via
FedEx from Washington on October 25th and our
tank leaders will gather and rush them all off to the
various schools. Within about a week to 10 days the
eggs will hatch and the challenge of raising them in
clean and unpolluted water begins. If all goes well,
in the spring we will be scheduling field trip release
dates to the Lower Illinois River where all the
fingerlings that make it will be released.
Special thanks to the tank leaders who step forward
each year to help with TIC. This year those people
are: Eddie Jones / Tulsa Street School … Ed
Wampler / Tulsa Boys Home … Jim Mathewson /
Jenks Freshman Academy … Phil Curtis / East
Central HS … Bruce Burton / Beggs and Wilson
schools … Curtis Donaldson / Catoosa HS …
Maurice Wilkins / Broken Arrow HS ... Ron Reese /
Owasso 9th Grade … and Ken Field / Pryor
Schools.
Please contact Scott Hood, Adult and Youth Ed
coordinator if you would like to volunteer or
donate to this program.
shood91849@aol.com
Thank you.

Location: Sooner Bldg Commons
Cost: $25
Click on JENKS hyper link to register for the
Community Education classes.

2018 General Meeting Schedule
Pat Daly has put together an excellent schedule of
guest speakers and events for the General
Meetings during the remainder of 2018. If you have
a topic you would like to present or would like to
have
presented,
please
contact
Pat
at pat@cimtel.net.
September 6th - Josh Johnson: "Fishing Tulsa
Urban Ponds". Visit the ODWC website at: Tulsa
Urban Fisheries
October 11th - Scott Hood - "Entomology of the
LIR"
November 8th - Kelly Brown - "Fly Fishing the San
Juan River"
December 6th McNellies.

Annual Holiday Party at

The schedule for January thru May speakers wil
appear in the next issue of Streamline.
We meet at the HARDESTY REGIONAL
LIBRARY, 8316 E. 93rd St. on the north side of
the Creek Turnpike, east of Memorial Drive.
Doors
open
at
6:00
pm
(open
discussion/questions); meetings begin at 6:30.
Meetings are open to the public and free.

Outings
Mark your calendars and plan to join
us for our upcoming outing!

Fly of the Month
This Month: Rod Building

Urban Pond Fishing
Our next outing will be Saturday, September 15th.
We will meet at one of the local ponds where
contest details will be provded and discussed on
location.
We will fish from 9:00 am until noon. Prizes will be
awarded for the most fish and largest fish caught

during that time.
A gormet lunch of hamburgers and hot dogs will be
prepared by 12:30 and served by Heath. Please
bring chips, a covered dish or a desert.
Watch our Facebook page and the
website for final details on the location.

TU420

To help us plan for this event, please RSVP using
the link on the TU420 Event page of TU420.com.

Local Tiers Local Patterns: Rod Building Intro
I once knew a gentleman who was a timber
surveyor in Georgia before World War II, a biologist
who catalogued the count and quality of trees. He
felt lucky to have a job that kept him in the woods
for weeks at a time, but that was before 6-ounce
camp stoves and freeze-dried gourmet meals. He
made a convincing argument that canned meat was
one of the most important inventions of the
20th century - allowing a woodsman comfort in any
weather and time of year. By comfort I believe he
meant that the woodsman had something to eat
everyday that didn’t have to be chased down, killed,
and cooked for dinner. The same gentleman logged
into a computer for the first time in his eighties met
up with old WWII buddies and met his second wife
thanks to technology that now serves us a second
variety of SPAM.
Building your own fly rod with internet shopping will
have you combining skills and using materials
developed in the 19th, 20th or 21st centuries.
Everything you need to make a custom fly rod with
technologies that span three centuries is available
with a few clicks and can arrive at your post office in
less than a week.. Bamboo, Fiberglass and several
generations of carbon technology are readily
available, as well as agate and titanium rod guides.
If you have tied a few flies that you are proud
enough to catch fish with, then you already have the
skills you need to get started building your own fly
rod. Even if you aspire to be the Michelangelo of
rod building, your first effort will likely be more a
Picasso. Fortunately there are a number of rods
that can be built for less than $100 that fish very
well. Building a hand-crafted fly rod is a great way
to experience the breadth of changes that have
occurred in the last two centuries and provides a
reward similar to solving a particularly challenging
fly fishing problem.

Contact
Heath
for
information:
Heath
Tiefenauer at TU420outings@gmail.com See you
there!

LIR Conservation Issue

Picture by Scott Hood taken August 2018 after the low flow
pipe was shut off.

Report On the Lower Illinois River
The lower Illinois River is out of water… until we get
some rain and the lake is refilled to conservation
pool and even then it’s back on the clock until it
happens again.
People ask me, “How is it going getting water for
the river?” And still it’s “slower than molasses in
January… slower than a snails pace.” Because,
once again, the needle has moved no closer to
gaining minimum flow for the LIR. The loan remains
at 9,000 acre feet of water and there is a day in the
future that even this loan will be lost.
If you’ve been to the LIR and see that there is some
flow in between generations. This limited flow is
coming from the sluice gate that is leaking a little
and from the water table charge that occurs each
day when SWPA does generate. And to their credit
they are generating EVERY DAY and this is by
design. The ODWC has reminded them that if they

Building a Fly Rod for less than $100
I have purchased 3 rod kits and the next article will
provide details of the actual build from each kit.
Selecting the rod type, length, action, is the easy
step. Matching the guides, thread, reel seat and
handle will provide a lot of options and opportunities
for experience.
Experience is that life lesson you get immediately
after you need it.
Fortunately, a number of sellers will sell matching
components or offer kits that provide components
that match the rod blank of your choice. These kits
will reduce the amount of experience and confusion
you are likely to encounter with your first rod build.
With a kit, you should expect to get the blank,
appropriate guides, a reel handle and grips . Some
kits come with thread and epoxies. One of my
favorite
E-bay
sellers,
ROD
BUILDING
COMPONENTS by ROGER, will send you a prefitted cork grip and reel set, a big help for beginners.
The basic kit Rodger puts together with his blanks is
shown in the picture above.
I have finished the 3 piece 4 weight rod from
ROGER using a metallic green thread I had from a
previous build. This rod is sufficiently striking
that my wife has claimed it for her own. I was able
to borrow it this summer for a session using micro
jigs and indicators at Taney Como and landed a
number of fish in the 13 – 15” range. This may be
the sweetest casting rod I have built and will be a
nice workhorse for throwing zebra midges on the
LIR.
Rod Building Components by ROGER:
- IM6 Graphite 3pc, 4wt, 8ft fly rod kit, Total with
Shipping $77.04
- Fast shipping, fitted components, and at my house
in 3 – 4 days
http://stores.ebay.com/ROD-BUILDINGCOMPONENTS-by-ROGER?
_trksid=p2047675.l2563
I have purchased two more kits that meet the $100
criteria that may be more to your liking. I have used
these vendors previously and have always been
satisfied with their service and the quality.

do not generate every day water temps in the river
will rise to lethal temps and the trout will die. Being
somewhat happy that they are doing this is
encouraging however it will not last forever.
National Trout Unlimited has stepped into the fight
for water for the river and has sent a letter to the
USACE asking them to consider several options for
gaining water for the river and for minimum flow to
save the year around trout fishery. One possibility is
to declare a seasonal pool for the lake and hold
back two feet or so of water and use it only for
releasing later in the summer when needed to
sustain the river. Another is to permanently raise the
conservation pool by 1.5 to 2 feet. (My personal
choice, because I like the word permanent. I also
like this idea because this stored water would
become a 24/7/365 water source when drawn from
the river at Gore Landing AFTER it has passed
through the river offering everything that the river
needs and can be then marketed to a water hungry
world. Paying for the storage. Municipalities will pay
for it.) The other solution, one I see that is not viable
is to reallocate the entire lake allocations and with
97% of the storage dedicated to SWPA and only 7%
held by others who have very little to spare and rely
on that portion for business and municipal water
supplies, I just don’t ever see that happening. The
USACE has recently responded to the TU letter.
You can read it posted on the Facebook group
Water For The Lowere Illinois River.
In the mean-time … because this is a federal issue,
please write to your Congressman and to our
Senators and explain to them that when the lake
was built a mistake was made by not saving some
of the allocation from the lake for a permanent flow
in the river and that they are the only ones that have
the power in our government to make a wrong a
right and encourage them to act.
Scott Hood
Pat Daly
Conservation Chair

Backwoods Continues Free Fly
Tying Classes
Phil Curtis has provided fly tying instructions at
Backwoods in the Farm for a couple of months now.
Classes have been well attended.

The Angler’s Roost / Johnny Kuehn.
- 4-Piece, 5/6 wt. 11 Foot IM-6 Graphite Blank. Total
with 20% discount and shipping $94.92
- Johnny is an internet seller with a wider variety of
reasonably priced blanks, including IM-7, Fiberglass
and Bamboo kits. Johnny has helped me buy
replacement sections for broken rod tips for builds I
completed several years ago.
- My all-time favorite fly rod is a 6’6” / 2-weight
fiberglass model built with premium components
from Johnny.
http://theanglersroost.com
Hook and Hackle:
- Fiberglass 7’ 6” 3 pc, 4 wt. $97.50 with Free
Shipping
- Incredible customer service and great variety and
selection of heavier rod blanks
http://store.hookhack.com/HH-Fiberglass-7-6-4wt3pc-Kit/productinfo/HHGLKT3/
The next challenge is gathering the tools for the job.
I built my first rod in the kitchen with a telephone
book and sewing thread. My results were “mixed”.
While this minimalistic approach may satisfy the
woodsman in you, I recommend starting with a rod
stand with a thread tensioner and a rod dryer motor.
The rod stand holds the blank steady, combined
with a thread tensioner, you can concentrate on
getting smooth and even thread wraps across the
guides. The rod dryer turns the rod blank with a
slow RPM motor, necessary for a smooth coating of
epoxy that take 12 – 24 hours to cure. You will need
a number of items you may already have around
the house, like a sharp razor knife, tape measure,
masking tape and scissors.
My Baston rod wrapper was retrieved from a
dumpster several years ago and has served me
well. I use a home-built rod dryer made from a 1’ X
6” plank, a $5 clock motor, and an old drill chuck. If
you are handy in a wood shop, the rod stand and
drying motor stand are easy to fab. Mud Hole offers
complete kits, including nice tools to get you
started, blank, components and tools, and lists of all
the tools they think you need to be a successful rod
builder. Their kit is a good deal fancier than my
setup with a complete price of $229.99.
http://www.mudhole.com/MHX-Turnkey-Fly-RodBuilding-Kit

Eleven vises are available on a first come first serve
basis. Join Phil to learn new fly tying skills or brush
up on your old skills from 6:00 pm to 7:30 pm on the
first and third Tuesday of each month.
For details on fly tying events and the flies to be tied
for a specific date, check the TU420 website or
follow us on Facebook.

Fly Tying Contest Begins

Six Fly Progressive Fly Tying Contest /
TU 420 Fly Tying Fundraiser
Hello Again Local Fly Tiers, I trust you had a great
summer fly fishing and need to get back to the
bench to fill your box. This spring we collectively
contributed $890 tying flies for auction at our annual
fundraiser. Some fantastic local patterns and
pattern collections were submitted and I enjoyed a
couple of fun evenings together at Marshall Brewery
putting them all together. Phil has been a regular
rock star with his bi-weekly fly tying classes at
Backwoods, and a number of the OKTU420
“regulars” have hosted fly tying training courses this
summer.
For this season’s activity, I am hosting a Six Fly

As this exceeds my $100 budget, I recommend
starting by finding a friend who already has the
equipment or tying with a club like our local Project
Healing Waters group. If you are interested,
purchase one of these kits and follow along with my
builds in the next article.
Author Kelly Brown will be documenting the basics
of rod building in the coming months. If you see him
at the next General Meeting, be sure to thank him
for putting this project together.

Fly Tying Classes for Vets
PHW and VSP will sponsor free fly tying classes
which will be available to Veterans every other
Tuesday starting on 9/11/2018. Materials will be
provided. Phil Curtis and guest tyers will be
providing instruction. The venue will be at
the Downtown VFW Post 577 located at 1109 E 6th
Street.

Please Fill Out Our Survey
The Officers and Board of Directors want to
document the needs and interests of TU420 and
TFF/FFI membership, the participants of our
general meetings and our sponsors and supporters.
We would like to provide activities and events that
would be of interest to you and encourage you to
participate and become involved. We will have a
survey sheet available at each General Meeting that
will also be posted on the TU420 website and linked
on our Facebook page. Please take some time to
complete this survey and provide any information
that would increase/maintain your interest in our
organizations. This information will only be used by
the Board and Officers to help us understand the
needs and profile of our membership base.

Seeking Active Volunteers
TU420 is looking for volunteers to fill vacant
positions as Officers and/or Board members to help
steer and organize the direction of the Club.
Please consider volunteering for an officer position
or Board member. Qualifications include being a
member of Trout Unlimited and Fly Fisher
International. Board meetings are the third

Progressive Fly Tying Contest. In this contest, the
contestants are extra-participatory. Join in and you
will be:
Fly Tyer
Judge
Recipients of custom hand tied flies
Contributor for Clean Water Conservation.
More Fun than Facebook!!! Tax Deductible!!! Better
than Ice Cream!!! At least fewer calories.
The format is for 6 contestants to tie 1 dozen of
their best entry. Then there will be 6 different entry
flies per contest. As a contestant you will receive a
fly box with 6 hand tied flies to judge and you get to
keep the flies you are judging. The additional flies
go into the club box for future fund-raising.
The contest is progressive because as we fill a 6
entry team, I will start another group. I will
announce a new category every month. This
month’s Category is “Flies for Urban Waters”.
Here is what you need to do if you are interested in
participating:
If you want to participate for a particular
contest, contact me. Each contest will have
exactly 6 contestants, but if the interest
is sufficient, we could have more than 1
group of 6 competing. First come, first
served format.
You will hear from me if you are selected for
a contest I will share with you the deadline
for submission. Tie your flies and send them
to me along with your mail delivery address.
When you receive your fly box, rank each fly
according to the following criteria. Send me
your rankings and I will tabulate and
announce the winner at the next monthly TU
meeting and in the Newsletter.
The criteria for judging are:
Innovation - Pattern has features that make it
better than standard patterns.
Fly Tying Skill - Proportions, neatness and
overall quality of the tie.
First Cast Fly - Confidence to use this fly for
your first cast on your next outing.
Contact me with your rankings and I will tally the
score to determine the overall winner. I will
announce the category winners and will plan to
have a best-of-the-best contest later in the year. In
the case of a tie, a panel of 3 TU members will be

Thursday of each month (except June and July).
Elections for Club positions are November 8th. For
more information, please contact any of the Board
members at the monthly General Meeting or by
email posted on the TU420 website.

asked to vote on the winner.
Hopefully some of our best tiers will teach all of us
tricks and techniques to improve our ties and I hope
to feature tying instructions and tips of the best of
the best in our newsletter.
Contact Me:
Meet me at the door of our monthly meeting, email
me at kellyfishes@msn.com, or meet me out on
Facebook, you will find me if you follow OKTU420
or Tulsa Fly Tiers.

New Member Discount
Officers and Board members will be available at the
September General Meeting to take applications for
Trout Unlimited (TU) and/or Fly Fishers
International (FFI) membership. We will process
and submit your application for you. TU offers a
50% discount ($17.50) to new individual members
of which our chapter will receive a $15 rebate. If you
pay the full price, we do not get a rebate. If you
prefer to apply online, follow the link to submit your
application and receive the 50% discount and
support our chapter. New TU Member Discount
Please remember to select the 420 - Oklahoma
Chapter designation under 90K - Indian Nations
Council (Oklahoma) or make note of the 420
Chapter on your checks.
Fly
Fishers
International
(FFI)
renewal
memberships are $35. Discounts are available for
New Members ($20 membership the first Year),
multi-year memberships, students, veterans and
seniors. For every 12 new members, TFF earns
fishing eqiuipment which will be used for fly fishing
classes, demonstrations, TIC and various other
chapter events. For more information, or to apply for
a membership, visit the FFI website, pick up an
application at the General Meetings, or visit with Jim
Mathewson at the meeting and he can process the
application for you.
If you have questions, please see a Board member
or pick up an application at the monthly General
Meeting.

Mark Your Calendar For These Coming Events
October 5th & 6th - 2018 Fly Fishing Fair. Mountain Home AR. Link to Info
October 27th - Jenks Comm Ed - "Learn To Fly Fish OK"
November 3rd - Jenks Comm Ed - "Intro To Fly Tying"
December 6th - TU420 Annual Holiday Party
"Streamline" is published on the first of the month about a week before the next general meeting.
If you have content ideas, comments, complaints or suggestions please contact the Editor: Jim Mathewson at Tel: (918) 346-3093
or Email: jmathewson3@cox.net
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