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Valley Branscum - Our New TFF President 
 

Dear Tulsa Fly Fishers:  
 Thanks for your vote of confidence in electing me president of our club.  I am honored and a little bit 
overwhelmed at this moment.  Gosh, this is beginning to sound like the political ads we are all sick 
and tired of hearing.  I want you to know my number one mission for our club is to improve the 
quality of flyfishing on the Lower Illinois River, especially the portion known as the Watts property.  
As you are aware, we have been raising monies for our club through projects such as "One For The 
River", our annual banquet, fishing tournament, and numerous other smaller projects.  I want us to 
continue to be active in raising monies for the Watts property project. 
  
I am excited about the new meeting place for our club at the Fulton Learning Center, as I believe it 
will draw us closer together.  It goes without saying the new seating arrangements will be much 
more comfortable as well as having more seating than before. I certainly am looking forward to an 
exciting year.  Please join us for our next meeting on November 13, 2008.  Directions are available on 
our website, TulsaFlyFishers.org   The easiest way to get there is from 31st  Street between Memorial 
and Mingo. Simply turn south on 89th East Ave and continue slowly through the neighborhood until 
you see the building and parking lot on 34th Street. 
  



I know that most of us prefer to catch trout.  However, I want to continue to promote warm water fly 
fishing as well.  There is absolutely no better enjoyment than catching giant red ear with a two or 
three weight fly rod.  I want to know where your favorite places are to catch bluegills.   
  
I want and need input from more of you, let's exchange ideas, methods of fishing, and places to go 
fishing.  Our outings have been pretty much blown out this year due to all the excessive rainfall.  
I am looking forward to getting back to going on our outings as a club. Our next outing is 
rescheduled for November 15, 2008 on Pawhuska Lake.   We need a meeting spot in the morning and 
have a meeting place at noon for a picnic on the lake.   We need more interaction between the 
experienced fly fishers and those who have just taken up this sport.  We must teach our sport if it is 
to survive.   
  
On Monday, November 3, 2008, our club donated $15,000.00 to the Oklahoma Wildlife Commission at 
their regular board meeting in Oklahoma City.  These monies will specifically be used to fund the 
Watts property project on the lower Illinois River.  Mike Scott and I attended the ceremonies.  I am 
very proud of our club because so many people donated their time and money to make all of this 
possible.  The people in and around the City of Gore certainly are to be commended for their 
participation.  Working together, we can make things happen and we can unite the fly fishing groups 
to improve the water quality of our rivers and we can have quality fishing here in our own state.  
  
Additionally, the board has voted to make our board meeting minutes available on our website so 
that more members know about our actions.  So long for now, hope to see you at the meeting or on 
the stream or both. 
  
Sincerely, 
Valley Branscum, TFF President  

___________________________________________ 
 
New location for TFF Meeting November 13th at Tulsa Public Schools - Fulton 
Development Center 8906 E 34th Street, Tulsa, OK (918) 925 1100  
Click here for: Directions 

___________________________________________ 
 

ODWC: RESTOCKING LOWER ILLINOIS RIVER TROUT TO BEGIN NOVEMBER 19! 
___________________________________________ 

 
Winston Rod Giveaway at November 13 TFF meeting 
Tulsa Fly Fishers will be giving away a brand new Winston fly rod valued at $625 at our regular 
monthly meeting on November 13th. I have entered all DUES PAID TFF members in the drawing and 
you will receive your drawing ticket numbers at the door. You do not have to be present to win but 
you will receive one more drawing ticket if you show up. Good luck to everyone!  



 
TFF Fly Tiers  
If you’re a fly tier would you mind bringing a fly or two to our meeting on Nov 13 so we can attach 
them to one of our TFF hats for the raffle?  If you don’t tie, you can still bring one of your favorites 
for the raffle.  
 
Upcoming Outings and Events 
November 15 Lake Pawhuska 
The trout tournament has been cancelled for the lower Illinois River due to water conditions. We had 
hoped to go to Beavers Bend but unfortunately they also are experiencing water quality issues 
caused by the heavy rains of 2008 and stockings are very limited at this time.  We will be going to 
Lake Pawhuska instead.  
 
December 9, 2008 (Tuesday) 
We will have our annual holiday dinner at Sterling's in Bartlesville with Green Country Fly Fishers. 
Happy hour begins at 6pm and dinner at 7pm. Cost of the meal is $25 and includes tax and tip. Main 
dish is choice of Tenderloin, Salmon or Chicken. There will be a fly tying contest with winner taking 
all the flies. Entrants should tie a “sunfish fly” to enter the contest. There will also be a card deck 
drawing for a TFO Professional rod. Everyone is encouraged to bring a gift for door prize drawings.  
RSVP to Dayna Hayes: Oklahomahiker@yahoo.com or 918-333-0442 with your choice of meat and 
dessert by Monday, December 1st  
 
March 14, 2009 (Saturday) 
Trout Unlimited and Tulsa Fly Fishers Banquet at Freddie's in Sapulpa. Dave and Emily Whitlock will 
be the guest speakers. Members who would like to donate something for auction please contact one 
of your board members.   


