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Event Calendar
January 11 - TU420 General Meeting - Guest Speaker: Cam Coffin presents; "Exceptional Fly Fishing In And
Around West Yellowstone, Montana".
January 27 - Roaring River Fishing event. Cassville, MO.
If you have a friend who is not a member who might be interested in this information please feel free to forward this issue to your
friend. Forward this message to a friend.

A Message from Your President

Cam Coffin To Speak At The
January 11th General Meeting
Our General Meeting guest speaker, Cam Coffin,
will present; "Exceptional Fly Fishing In And Around
West Yellowstone, Montana". His talk will be on
Thursday, January 11th.
Cam was born and raised in West Yellowstone
Montana and started fishing when he was 10 with
his dad and 4 brothers. He started guiding for Craig
Mathews in 1989 and has been at Blue Ribbon
Flies ever since. During these past 25 years he has
guided 160 days per year all throughout
Yellowstone Park and famous Montana rivers such
as
the
Madison,
Yellowstone,
Missouri,
Beaverhead, Ruby, Big Hole, Boulder, Stillwater,
and Bighorn. In 2014 he became the proud owner

of Blue Ribbon Flies, which he purchased from
Craig Mathews. Cam currently lives in West
Yellowstone, MT with his wife Kristy and two
children Sam and Izzy.
Cam will teach you about one of the best places in
the world to fly fish. You’ll learn about the larger
concentrations of blue ribbon trout streams and still
waters of the Yellowstone area. Over two thousand
miles of water are within a short drive of Cam’s Blue
Ribbon Flies in West Yellowstone, Montana.
For over 30 years Blue Ribbon Flies has been
helping outfit anglers visiting the Yellowstone area
with the latest in fly fishing equipment, information
on hatches, fly patterns and the world's largest
selection of fly tying materials.
Visit Cam's website at:
http://www.blue-ribbon-flies.com/
Phil Curtis in Wyoming
Hello,
Hello and Happy New Year! I hope that everyone had
a wonderful holiday season with friends and families
and I hope that last year treated you well but not
better than this new year treats you.
We have a lot of exciting events and outings coming
up and I am hopeful that you will be able to attend.
Our annual Roaring River Outing is January 27th and
we will, again, be partnering with VSP and Project
Healing Waters as we enjoy some fishing time with
our veterans. Our Fly Tying meeting is in February
and the Fly Fishing Film Tour event is just around the
corner. Pat Daly has lined up a bunch of talented
guest speakers for our monthly meetings and you
won't want to miss any of them. So, plan on watching
for announcements on our website at TU420.com and
on our Facebook page as well as through our monthly
issues of Streamline.
We are always working hard at providing our
members with more and more content and
information. So, we have created a "Members Only"
Forum on our website. We will utilize this forum to
give insider information on Fishing Reports, Fly Tying
and General discussion. We hope that you will find
the information useful and will want to join. If you
want to join the Forum, you will need to register. The
requirements for Forum access are that you have to
be a member, in good standing, in either Trout
Unlimited, associated with Oklahoma Chapter 420 or

We meet monthly on the 2nd Thursday at
Hardesty Public Library. The library is located at
8316 E. 93rd Street, Tulsa, OK ( N. of Creek
Tpke. & E. of Memorial Dr.) All are welcome Admission is free - Meetings begins at 6:30.
Door prizes and raffles at every meeting. We
look forward to seeing you there.

Raffle Prize For January

FFI associated with Tulsa Fly Fishers. When
registering, make sure that you use the name that is
on your TU or FFI member card and the email
address that you used when renewing that
membership. Go to http://www.tu420.com and click
one of the join options, if you are not a member.
Scott Hood has been working with our State
Representatives and Senators to try and come up with
a solution for our water issues in the LIR. Please read
the article on that in this issue of Streamline and be
prepared to get involved to help out.
We have stocked the pond at La Fortune Park, again.
This is an opportunity to take a kid fishing and have
fun sharing our sport. If you don't have any kids in the
family, borrow some from the neighbors and take them
fishing!
Fishing on the LIR has been fantastic! A variety of
flies are working and your trips to the river should be
very successful. Try to take some time and get out
and wet a line and enjoy yourself.
Sincerely,
Phil Curtis
President of Oklahoma Trout Unlimited & Tulsa Fly
Fishers

2018 Conservation Issues
The Lower Illinois River and our trout fishery are in
immediate peril. Shortly there will be no water for the
river except when SWP generates. If you value our
famous trout fishery and home waters read Scott
Hood’s article and join our action group Water for the
Lower Illinois River on Facebook.

This month's General Meeting Raffle Prize is a
Fishpond Chest Pack.

New! Fly Rod & Equipment Loan
& Learn Program

Scott has created this group to coordinate efforts,
keep you informed of the situation and then ask you to
respond in massive numbers when the time is right.
Join here now
https://www.facebook.com/groups/359126134551877/
Here’s Trout Unlimited and long-time LIR river keeper
Scott Hood’s excellent Facebook article and summary
of the plight of the Lower Illinois river.
When is a river or a stream not a river or a
stream?
When there is NO water for it.
In 1952-53, when Tenkiller Dam was built by the

Need a fly rod for a visiting friend, want to take your
daughter fly fishing but need another rod or do you
just want to try a 4 weight? Well no worries. Now
TU 420 members can borrow fly fishing equipment
thanks to members and friends generous
equipment donations. Not a member? Just join
TU420 to gain access to our Loan & Learn program.
We’re excited about this new program and its
potential to get more people on the water and

USACE no one thought that someday, there would be
a demand for water IN the river and that there would
be NONE to give. That day is here.
It's a very long and convoluted story to tell, but the
short version is this: 7% of the stored water in Lake
Tenkiller is there to support surrounding businesses
and municipal water supplies. 93% of the water
behind the dam is there for recreational purposes in
the lake and for POWER generation, water through
the generators. 93% + 7% = 100% That means that
the only time there is water coming out of the dam and
into the river it should be for generation purposes only.
The US Army Corp of Engineers and South West
Power Administration are standing by these numbers.
Problem #1, usual generation only takes place once or
twice a day and then only for short periods of time.
Problem #2 and the biggest is this. Over the previous
20+ years the sluice gate in the dam leaked. It leaked
enough water to offer sustained and year around flow
to keep a stream flowing and thus supporting a year
around trout fishery. But it did not leak enough water
to cause a huge concern to all involved. Except for the
fact that it was a leak and that this leak was on a short
list at the USACE to fix, some day when money was
available. (The USACE doesn't like it when a project
on their watch is leaking.) That day came when the
Obama administration offered up the American
Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 and soon
after it became law, money came available to the
USACE and the leak was repaired. The only problem
now, there was not and never was a water allocation
made for the river/stream to flow 24/7/365.
At that time and after a couple of fish kills caused be
poor water quality or no water in the river, water for
the river was "loaned" out of storage from the now
defunct Sequoyah Fuels Company in Vian, OK, about
14,500 acre feet. They held the largest of all the 7%
individual storage rights in Lake Tenkiller and it was
offered to the ODWC to support the downstream flow
from the lake. That loan was predicated on a clause
that if other water districts in the area needed the
water that it would have to be given up to them. As it
turns out, it was a very short term loan and two area
municipalities are now in possession of this 14,500
acre feet of stored water in Lake Tenkiller.
At the current time, both of these municipal water
companies are still "loaning" water to the ODWC.
However, both are now notifying the ODWC that in the
very near future some of that loaned water will no
longer be available and that in the near term none of it
would be available. (18 to 24 months). That is why I

youngsters into fly fishing.
Current inventory includes 4, 5, 6 and 7 weight fly
rods and reels, fishing net, one pair xl winter
waders, fishing pack.
We are seeking donations of gently used or new:
- 4, 5, 6, 7,8wt fly lines
-wading boots
-waders or hip boots
-trout and warm water fly selections and fly boxes
-fishing packs or vests
-fishing nets
-wading staffs
-fly rods & reels
Donations to this program would be greatly
appreciated. Bring donations to the monthly
meeting and ask for Pat Daly or contact Pat. To
check
out
equipment
contact
Pat
Daly
at pat@cimtel.net or call 918 346-1218. See full
details on our website www.TU420.com.
*Current TU membership card and small deposit
required.

2018 General Meeting Schedule
The 2018 speaker season begins on Thursday,
January 11 at the General Meeting. Pat Daly has
hard commitments at the General Meetings on the
following dates:
January 11th – Cam Coffin: “Exceptional Fly
Fishing In And Around West Yellowstone, Montana”
Februray 8th - Fly Tying Event
March 8th - Cameron Cipponeri: "Fly Fishing
Colorado's Blue Ribbon Waters"
April 12th - Joel Kantor, "Smallmouth Adventures
On The Fly"
May 10th - Matt Millner: "Fly Fishing Through the
Seasons of Arkansas". Visit his website
at: www.risingriverguides.com
The 2018 General Meeting Speakers are published
in Streamline, on Facebook, and on the TU420
website. If any member has a topic that they would
like to present, or one that they would like to hear,
please contact Pat Daly at pat@cimtel.net.
We meet at the HARDESTY REGIONAL
LIBRARY, 8316 E. 93rd St. on the north side of

have formed a Facebook group called WATER FOR
THE LOWER ILLNOIS RIVER. I encourage anyone
that has ever fished in the Lower Illinois River or even
concerned citizens who feel water should always flow
in any river to join this Facebook group and be ready
to act when called upon to do so.
This is a FEDERAL issue that effects the people and
the environment in the State of Oklahoma. The people
of Oklahoma and even the surrounding area, those
that enjoy this river will be the ones that put pressure
on those at the FEDERAL level to DO THE RIGHT
THING and to force those that hold the 93% of
storage in the lake to give up some of what they have
had and used to their monetary gains since 1953.
Now, if you believe, like I believe, that the Lower
Illinois River should be allowed to flow every day and
all day, forever ... please ask to join our closed
Facebook group ... WATER FOR THE LOWER
ILLINOIS RIVER.
Thank you. Scott Hood
Pat Daly
Conservation Chair

Fly of the Month
Local Tiers, Local Patterns
Christmas has been good to me this year. I convinced
a number of our local fly experts to trade their best
midge patterns for mine. A few of the patterns look like
what is in my box but many of ties are considerably
different. The collection can easily be stacked
between two dimes but their collective worth is far
greater as represented by the years of knowledge and
experience behind them. These are proven midge
patterns for the LIR and showcase the diversity of
what the “RIGHT” pattern can be in different hands.
This year I will be making room for a Guest box in my
gear and hope to learn a few new tricks from our local
Trout community.

the Creek Turnpike, east of Memorial Drive.
Doors open a little after 6:00 pm. Meetings are
open to the public and free.

Outings
TU420 will continue the outings program in 2018, so
mark your calendars to join us or volunteer to help
on any upcoming events.
January 27th - Roaring River Fishing Event
Location: Roaring River State Park near
Cassville, MO. Pavillion across from the Park
Store.
Time: 8:00 a.m.
Agenda: Fishing with Project Healing Waters
and VSP. Lunch served at noon then fish
until the park closes at 4 p.m..
Contact
Heath
for
information:
Heath
Tiefenauer at outings.tff@gmail.com
See you
there!

TROUT POND
LAFORTUNE PARK TROUT POND IS OPEN FOR
BUSINESS !
Stocking of the 51st and Hudson pond at LaFortune
Park in Tulsa was compeleted just before the
Christmas Holiday.

Size 24 – 12, from Midge to Madge

The pond opened as planned, on Christmas day,
the weather did not cooperate but by the time
everyone reads this, Kelly Bostian will have written
an article in the T-world about the pond with
pictures. Next stocking is set for early February just

before Presidents' Day.
There will be 2 additional "KIDS ONLY DAYS" on
February 19th and March 17th. The posted limit is 4
trout per day. Releasing fish is OK, if the trout are
caught on barbless hooks and then carefully
returned to the pond.
This "urban" trout fishing experience is made
possible by contributions from the Oklahoma
Chapter of Trout Unlimited #420, NatureWorks, The
YOT Foundation, The Tulsa County Parks
department and specific donations for various
individual contributors. If you would like to help in
support of this great program we invite you to send
donations specifically earmarked for TheTrout Pond
for Tulsa to: Oklahoma Trout Unlimited PO Box
54108 Tulsa, OK 74155

Thanks to Phil Curtis, Scott Hood, Kelly Brown and
Jim Mathewson for helping with stocking trout in
their new home.
Scott Hood
Youth and Adult Ed Coordinator OKTU/TFF
The Lower Illinois River is similar to other tailwater
destinations. The largest number and highest mass of
available insects for trout are midges. Midges are
plentiful in the winter when many other food sources
are not. Winter in Oklahoma usually spells clearer
water, fewer turbulent water releases, and a
consistent water temperature. That in turn builds a
healthy coverage of bottom plants and moss, what is
sometimes referred to as the “Bug Factory”. On the
LIR, the bug factory mostly produces small flies. The
prevailing match-the-hatch mentality and internetfishing experts would dictate size 20 or smaller flies as
the logical choice. As with all things fly fishing, it
depends, and sometimes it pays not to be too smart
about something.

This Month's Definitions
'A Dictionary For Constant Anglers, Weekend
Waders, And Artful Bobbers'
by Henry Beard & Roy McKie
Line: Length of filament stretched between two
fishing rods and joined at its midpoint by a pair of
linked hooks.
Lure: Anything used to attract fish. There are
basically two kinds: those fishermen swear by, and

those they swear at.
New Year’s 2017 started slow for me on the LIR,
watching a beautiful sunrise, but doing a lot more
fishing than catching. Late in the afternoon, I met up
with Scott Hood, Phil Curtis and Frank Kohn and all
three were wearing out our local Rainbows with
midges. Scott gave me a size 12 midge that he was
busting fish with nearly every cast… what he calls
“Stupid” fishing. I had a great rest-of-the-day catching
along with a little humble pie.

SAVE THIS DATE
FLY FISHING FILM TOUR ON MARCH 10TH

Watch upcoming issues of Streamline, Facebook
and the TU420 website for details.

Follow us on Facebook and Join
TU and FFI
There are now 1012 members on Facebook (Here's
a quick link.) and growing. 432 are paid Trout
Unlimited Members. We are currently reviewing
options to increase membership in both Trout
Unlimited and Fly Fishers International. You can
help us by bringing a friend to the meetings or
providing them with membership applications. 45%
of the Facebook members and 41% of
the Streamline recipients are members of Trout
Unlimited and far less are members of FFI. The
Officers and Board are hoping that you will take the
opportunity to become a member of either or both of
these organizations and take advantage of all the
benefits that TU and FFI provide.
For membership information and applications, visit
our website, TU420.com, pick up an application at
the General/Annual meetings or talk to an officer or
Board member.

Interestingly, several of these large chironomid
patterns were already in my own vest. I had tied the
large midges from internet-fishing days of my own,
hoping to fish with them in Oregon high country lakes.
After I lost Scott’s fly on my ump-tenth fish I switched
to my Oregon patterns and continued catching until I
was too cold to cast.
Of the midges I collected, the largest was Scott’s size
12 Chironomid with a black bead head. Several of our

An easy way to find someone to go fishing with,
brag about your success, or just keep up with
what's going on.

TU420 FORUM
THE FORUM IS NOW UP AND RUNNING

If you want to join the Forum, you will need to
register. Registration is free. The only requirements
are that you be a member, in good standing, in TU

local experts favorite combinations have
black
bodies, copper wire with copper or gold bead heads
about the size 18. The smallest pattern offered a size
24 emerger from Chaz Kaminski, not really much
more than a hackle and a hook, but a pattern that
consistently produces for him.
I had fished with Phil Curtis a few times before and
knew his flies and technique were quite different than
mine. Phil is a great fly tier, preferes his midges size
16 – 18 with tungsten beads and “Fat” compared to
my standards. After seeing Phil’s success, I started
tying midges with heavier beads and adding a few
more thread wraps to make a chunky profile. I find this
variation fishes especially well in deeper runs with
moving water where previously I had done poorly.
Midge fishing can also be broadly interpreted as
fishing with small flies. A Hare’s Ear and a Pheasant
Tail nymph, size 18 – 20 found themselves in my
sample of “best” flies. The longer proportioned tails
compared might well be considered a trailing shuck,
but who knows exactly what is in the fishes mind? A
regular fishing partner of mine nearly always uses a
rainbow warrior with a mylar body, pink flashaboo
dubbed collar and silver bead head. This fly looks
more like a miniature ice cream cone than a bug. I
don’t know what the fish he catches are thinking but
it’s hard to argue with his success.
Having the right fly is only part of the solution. There is
as great a diversity in how to fish midges as there are
materials and patterns to tie them. My new years
resolution will be to keep adding to the “guest box”
with trades on the water, along with exchanging ideas
on tackle and techniques. If you see me out there,
know that there is place in my guest box for your flies
and I will gladly contribute to yours. Tight lines and a
very good fishing year to you!
Author Kelly Brown will be interviewing and
documenting local fly tiers on their favorite flies as well
as some of the flies he ties in the coming months. If
you see him at the next General Meeting, be sure to
thank him for putting this project together.

or FFI, associated with TU Oklahoma Chapter 420
or Tulsa Fly Fishers for FFI. Once you submit your
registration, it will be verified against the roster and
you will receive notification when access is granted
or you may receive an email with further questions
from our Registration Administrator.

New Member Discount !
If you are planning to apply for membership to Trout
Unlimited (TU) you should be aware that there is a
discount available to new members. TU offers a
50% discount ($17.50) to new individual members
of which our chapter will receive a $15 rebate. If you
pay the full price, we do not get a rebate. Follow the
link to submit your application and receive the 50%
discount and support our chapter. New TU Member
Discount Please remember to select the 420 Oklahoma Chapter designation under 90K - Indian
Nations Council (Oklahoma) or make note of the
420 Chapter on your checks.
Fly
Fishers
International
(FFI)
renewal
memberships are $35. Discounts are available for
New Members ($20 membership the first Year),
Multi-year memberships, Students, Veterans and
Seniors. For every 12 new members, TFF earns
fishing eqiuipment which will be used for fly fishing
classes, demonstrations, TIC and various other
chapter events. For more information, or to apply for
a membership, visit the FFI website, pick up an
application at the General Meetings, or visit with Jim
Mathewson at the meeting and he can help you with
the online application at the meeting..
If you have questions, please see a Board member
or pick up an application at the monthly General
Meeting.

Women's Initiative

Terrie Blackburn

Our first TU420 Lady Anglers Book Social held at
McNellies
in
November
and
December
were successful and a fun time!
Mark Your Calendar
for these coming events
February 8 - Fly Tying
March 8 - General Meeting: Cameron Cipponeri. "Fly Fishing Colorado's Blue Ribbon Waters"
March 10 - Fly Fishing Film Tour at 5 Oaks Lodge
April 12 - General Meeting: Joel Kantor. "Summer Smallmouth Adventures On The Fly"
May 10 - General Meeting: Matt Milner. "Fly Fishing Through the Seasons of Arkansas"
"Streamline" is published on a monthly basis about a week before the next general meeting.
If you have content ideas, comments, complaints or suggestions please contact the Editor: Jim Mathewson at Tel: (918) 346-3093
or Email: jmathewson3@cox.net

